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most determined people in the world" and the "hard fibre" will have
to be spent in India in a vain effort to crush the spirit that has
risen and that will neither bend nor break. It is true that we have
no "hard fibre". The rice-eating, puny millions of India seem to
have resolved upon achieving their own destiny without any further
tutelage and without arms. In the Lokamanya's language it is
their "birthright", and they will have it in spite of the "hard fibre"
and in spite of the vigour and determination with which it may be
administered. India cannot and will not answer this insolence with
insolence, but if she remains true to her pledge, her prayer to God
to be delivered from such a scourge will certainly not go in vain.
No empire intoxicated with the red wine of power and plunder of
weaker races has yet lived long in this world, and this "British
Empire", which is based upon organized exploitation of physically
weaker races of the earth and upon a continuous exhibition of brute
force, cannot live if there is a just God ruling the universe* Little
do these so-called representatives of the British nation realize that
India has already given many of her best men to be dealt with
by the British "hard fibre". Had Ghauri Ghaura not interrupted the
even course of the national sacrifice, there would have been still
greater and more delectable offerings placed before the Lion, but
God had willed it otherwise. There is nothing, however, to pre-
vent all those representatives in Downing Street and Whitehall
from doing their worst. I am aware that I have written strongly
about the insolent threat that has come from across the seas, but it
is high time that the British people were made to realize that
the fight that was commenced in 1920 is a fight to the finish,
whether it lasts one month or one year or many months or many
years and whether the representatives of Britain re-enact all the in-
describable orgies of the Mutiny days with redoubled force or
whether they do not. I shall only hope and pray that God will
give India sufficient humility and sufficient strength to remain non-
violent to the end. Submission to the insolent challenges that are
cabled out on due occasions is now an utter impossibility.
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